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ruin; and it is kept as an ancient monument of
great historical interest.
Sometimes a disturbance is created among the
Muhammadans themselves* The Sunnis take
umbrage at the abuse showered upon their historical
leaders by the Shiahs, and a breach of the peace
follows; but as the head men are made responsible
for the conduct of their co-religionists, the hot-
headed young men are restrained by their elders*
It is curious to note how the religion and
customs of the conquered affect the conquerors
where annihilation has not been carried out
Canon Sell says that Indian Musalmans have
copied in their feasts many Hindu ceremonies.
The procession of the tafias or tabuts, and the
casting of them into the water is very similar to
the procession at the Hindu feast of the Durga
puja, known in South India as the Dussara* The
image of Durga, the wife of Siva, is thrown into
the Ganges* The fact was that the Muhammadan
form of worship was too simple for a country in
which an allegorical and idolatrous religion pre-
dominated, appealing to the senses and the
imagination rather than to the understanding and
the heart; consequently Muhammadan festivals
have borrowed from it a variety of pagan rites and